
 

 

Paper 4: Memoir 

 

English W131 

Instructor: Ryan P. Shepherd 

 

 Assignment: 

o Recall a single event or closely related series of events that has had a 

significant impact on your life. 

o Use this event to expand out and explore its greater significance to your 

own life.   

o Because the event should have this significance, the event should be more 

than five years ago.  Recent events’ significance may not yet be fully 

realized and may be muddled by recent emotional involvement.   

o Attempt to involve your reader with the use of sensory information (sights, 

sounds, smells) and detail.   

 Purpose: To explore writing ability in a more familiar medium, to familiarize 

students with creative writing, and to end the course with a more relaxed paper 

assignment.  This paper, however, should not be taken lightly and is the final for 

the course. 

 Requirements: 

o THREE to FIVE typed pages formatted according the guidelines of the 

syllabus. 

o The audience is people who would care to hear your story, namely family 

and friends.  Voice, tone, and style may be very relaxed and informal. 

o Minimal outside research may be appropriate but is not required.  You 

may consider consulting an old photo album, asking for information from 

others involved in the event, or revisiting settings of your story. 

 Grading Criteria: 

o Suggested Criteria: 

 Concentration on a single main idea 

 Use of relevant sensory data 

 Appropriate use of detail 

 Clear significance to writer’s life 

o Other Criteria: 

 ______________________ 

 ______________________ 

 ______________________ 

 ______________________ 

 ______________________ 

 ______________________ 



 

 

 Due Dates: 

o December 11: First Draft for Peer Review 

o December 16,17, or 18 (Day of Exit Conference): Final Draft for Grade. 


